
Warm-Up: Troop Escalation in Vietnam 
 

Following the passage of the Tonkin Gulf Resolution in 1964, the U.S. began its military 
intervention in Vietnam in earnest. In the years that followed, the American military 
presence grew considerably. As detailed in the chart below, troop levels increased under 
both Republican and Democratic administrations – reaching their highest number in 1968, 
when more than 500,000 American troops were serving in Vietnam. 
 

 
 
 

1. According to the chart, how many American presidents sent 
combat troops to Vietnam? 
 

2. Which president significantly increased American troop levels 
in Vietnam? How many additional troops did he send during 
his presidency? 
 

3. Which American president decreased American troop levels in 
Vietnam? 
 

4. What conclusions can be drawn from the chart above? 


